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By: Terrell Wilson, Director of Supported Employment Services

ryce has been with the Quest Farm Supported Employment Program for just under two years. In his
time with the program, Bryce has been able to fulfill his
dream of working at a coffee shop. Because he is an
outgoing and sociable person, it is understadable that
Bryce wanted to work in a coffee shop as this would be
the perfect place to make new friends and to earn an
income.
When I first met Bryce, he gave me a few ideas of
where he wanted to work. One of the top jobs on the
list was working at Starbucks. Bryce had his heart set
on this idea. After speaking with Bryce and his family, I knew that a coffee shop would be best for Bryce.
But, instead of going for Starbucks we focused on local
coffee shops. I wanted Bryce to go somewhere that felt
more like a family and in my experience local shops
tend to be more personal compared to a national chain.
After trying multiple shops Bryce was able to land a job
with Common Grounds Coffee House.

Bryce has done an outstanding job at the Coffee Shop.
He has become a familiar face that customers love to
see. Because Bryce was doing so well within his first two weeks, the managers asked if there was
anyone else within the Quest Program that could work for them. Common Grounds has now employed a second member of our program along with Bryce.
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E

arlier this fall, Quest Farm once again celebrated our annual Harvest Day festival. This
year’s event took place at our downtown Georgetown location for the first time, and we
could not have hoped for a better day. Participants from several of our programs spent
much of the summer planting, watering, and eventually harvesting hundreds of pounds of green
beans, tomatoes, zucchini, and summer squash. Not only were these fresh vegetables available, but many of our tomatoes were used by participants to make two varieties of salsa that
were canned and preserved throughout the early fall.

The combination of a warm fall day, hot grill, and great live music, made for a fun and rewarding day as
we celebrated several months of hard work that culminated in our participants having the opportunity to
share their bounty with our friends and neighbors. Thank you to the many volunteers who once again
helped to make this event possible.

TEAMS GET NEW UNIFORMS

O

ver the past 25 years, individuals in Quest Farm programming have participated in a variety of
Special Olympics competitions ranging from track & field to bowling, and most recently softball,
which Quest supports for nearly fifty individuals each year. These Special Olympics games give
our individuals the opportunity to develop strong social and physical skills, as well as a true sense of
accomplishment through their participation.
Throughout the years, we have worked hard to maintain the uniforms and equipment for our individuals
to support their continued participation in a variety of Special Olympics games. Over the past several
years, our programs have grown to include many more individuals, and while we continue to encourage everyone to participate in events of their choosing, it has presented a welcome challenge for us to
maintain these uniforms and equipment.
We are pleased to announce that the Kentucky Education Fund for Handicapped Children has generously provided grant funds to purchase these uniforms and equipment. Their support of our programming and individuals will allow us to outfit more athletes each year as the number of participants
continues to grow.
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REGIONAL BOWLING
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By: Gemma Gambrel, Director of Day Training

lthough many were saddened that Eastland Bowling Alley closed after
many years hosting the Lexington Regional Special Olympics Bowling
Competition, it didn't affect the excitement in this year’s athletes. There
were 21 athletes on Quest Farm's bowling team this year, and it was hosted at
the Southland Bowling Alley. The day was packed with excitement and energy
from the athletes. Many placed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, and all were recognized for
their extreme efforts.

QUEST FEATURED IN HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE

I

n October, Quest Farm had the opportunity to be showcased in a holiday boutique fundraiser at the Shelby
County Extension Office.

Several gifts were available for purchase at the boutique
including purses, jackets and jewelry donated by the Galt
House in Louisville and a variety of holiday decorations and
jewelry made by individuals in the Quest Farm Day Training
program.
Laura Beth Gordon, a Quest Farm Day Training participant
and resident, was present at the boutique to greet guests
and explain how she has personally benefited from Quest
Farm programs. It was a wonderful opportunity to introduce
the various methods Quest Farm supports its participants
for a rich and full life including Adult Day Training, Special
Olympics and matching individuals to job opportunities
through their Supported Employment Services department.
Many people left with holiday gifts and a new-found awareness of Quest Farm.
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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

My name is Terrell Wilson, and I have been with Quest for 2.5 years.
I started off as Community Living Support worker and was quickly
moved to Supported Employment. I recently became the Director
of the Supported Employment Program and have enjoyed the challenges and privileges that come with the position.
When I graduated from the University of the Cumberlands, I always
had a passion for working with kids and imagined that I would most
likely pursue a career path involving children. I was pleasantly surprised when I found this opportunity to work for Quest Farm. I immediately fell in love with the participants at Quest. I felt welcomed
with open arms before I was even hired, and I knew this was the
place where I was meant to be.

I have learned that many of our participants have big dreams, such as buying a house or car. Our participants want to be able to put their stamp on the world. Through Supported Employment, they are able
to reach for those goals.
In Supported Employment, we work with each participant to see what type of job they’d be interested
in and reach out to community employers to match them to an employment opportunity. Our support
of our participants doesn’t stop once they are hired. We continuously provide support and work with
their employer to assist the employee through any obstacles they may encounter. We strive to put each
person in a position where they will be successful. It’s been a joy to get to know all these individuals on
a personal level and help them accomplish their professional goals.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Barry and Eleanor Ratliff
Betty Wise
Bluegrass Senior Citizens Monday Club
Calvary Christian Church
DonateWell
Donald and Sara Dickson
Donald and Nora Putnam
David and Jane King
Darlene Trimble
Eric Dedrick
Frank and Ronda Sue Dennison
G.W. and J.A. Rembacki
Herbert and Betsy Noll
IBM
James and Carol Vest
Jerry and Maria Gordon
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John R. Lennon
Johnson Funeral Home
Ken and Marlene Wright
Kroger
Larry Joe and Jill Hamlyn
Mary L. Reilly
Mary White
Morris and Ann Hoten
Nancy Edwards
Penn Ave Baptist Church
Sue Jacobs
Steve and Terri Cecil
Timothy Schindler
Trent Buchanan
Turning Point Church
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